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PENKHULL

TIE VILEAGE WITHIN A CITY

Penkhull Residents Association
Minutes of Meeting Monday 18th May 2026
The Studio, Penkhull Village Hall

Welcome Lead Enclosure/Comments
Welcome to all Chair

Apologies Chair/DC

Declaration of interests Chair

Matters Arising & acceptance of Chair Minutes from March 2026
minutes

Welcome guest from City Council

Highways

Welcome:

e All were welcomed to the meeting,.

Declarations of interest:

e No interests were declared

Matters arising and acceptance of minutes:

e There were no matters arising and the minutes of the last meeting were accepted.

Welcome guest from City Council Highways:

e [an Tamburello was unable to attend but had confirmed another highways officer would attend.

Present — Committee
John Chinn (Joint Chair), David Chadwick (Secretary/ S Media), James Payton (Treasurer/ Website), Gwen
Rylands, Steven Rylands, Matthew Oxby, Jayne Deaville, Bruce Jarvest, Karen Jones, Adan Colclough

Apologies
Dr Mark Mabey

Present
Councillor Sarah Hill, Stephen Lomas (PCSO), Claire Gurden (minute taker)

Apologies
None received

Present — Observers
Sarah Alcock, Bethan Thomas, Anne Lees, David Lees, Dorothy Gough, Roger Machin, Anne Goodwin, Jase
Goodwin, Alan Kettle, Harold Gurden, Lynne Davoting, Stephen Hawkins, Charles Pantin

Apologies
Ian Rawlingson

Items Please follow March minutes

Police Report PCSO

A report was given by the PCSO covering the last two months. It was noted that since this covers the hospital
aswell, there had been an attempt to break it down so matters relevant to the PRA were shared.
Enclosure: PCSO Report
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An outline of the numbers and types of crime was received. It was noted that there was an increase of 3%

against the same period last year.

e  Thefts to homes - PCSO has been warning people to be aware of thefts to homes — two youths have been
identified. He advised to be vigilant and keep doors locked. Those present were reminded to keep car keys
safe and secure e.g. in a biscuit tin/ faraday pouch

e Anti-social behaviour — there were reports of nuisance motorbikes on the croft. PCSO confirmed that
residents should report this if seen. This is particularly important as maps are collated that highlight
problem areas across the city so PCSOs have full and accurate intelligence in order to direct operations to
those areas where it is most needed based on reported patterns, times, dates etc.

Question (Q) - raised from committee member. Member had been told to call 999 from a call taker. She was

reluctant to call 999 — did this rate as an emergency?

Response (R) - PCSO confirmed from a public safety point of view it would be considered an emergency so to

report it as such.

Comment — Member of committee shared that people have been on the village hall roof and this has caused

damage. It has been reported to the police as damage.

Resident stated that it had been reported, police had attended and resolved the issue.

(R) — PCSO stated this should have been reported to them but hadn’t been. It had occurred around the 10" May.

e Public areas — it was reported that young people have been playing football on the green, supervised and
unsupervised. A resident noted that there had previously been a sign that said ‘No Ball Games’. There
were a number of concerns such as the nearby churchyard and the obvious dangers such as running onto
the road for the ball and distracting drivers. Residents were also concerned about damage to windows and
property.

e Parking Issues

Q — Committee member commented on Tuesday evening parking at Thistley Hough and a car parking issue at

the croft. A local team plays here and spectators/ players are parking all along the road making it difficult for

residents to access properties and also churning up the grass verges. It was raised as to whether any permission
had been sought as they were not in the school car park.

Councillor Sarah Hill confirmed she had reported this to parking enforcement.

Other vehicle related issues — A Lukesland Avenue resident shared concerns about safety related to off road

bikes in Lodge Road Park along the footpath to Newcastle Lane.

Q - What is the best thing to do?

R - If dangerous, call 999; if not, 101 online live chat or call ’Staffordshire Police Online’.

Summary

e Residents to ensure they report issues straightaway as resources are usually deployed to areas with higher
incidences of reported issues and concerns across the city

e Patterns — the above supports police to identify patterns and respond accordingly as this supports PCSOs/
police to address and build up a picture.

e Work with councils and funding to address

A committee member reported bins being left out.

Q — Is this a police matter?

R - Depends who is doing it

It was noted it appears to be homeless people rather than residents.
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Councillor Sarah Hill raised that residents need to put bins out and collect them at the right time as this has
been reported previously and stickers can be put on bins. The council will remove these bins and residents
would then have to pay for a replacement bin. Fines can be up to £500.

Comment — it is difficult if binmen leave the bins in the incorrect place. An example was given on Trent Valley
Road where bins were reported to have been left scattered. Some residents are not back from work until later.
This potentially leads to an obstruction and danger to pedestrians.

It was noted that this is Steve’s (PCSO) last meeting. He explained that the intention was that someone
from the service would be able to attend going forwards. Regardless, a monthly report would be received
from the sergeant.

The PRA formally thanked Steve for his service, attendance and contribution to the area and PRA
meetings. He was wished well for his future.

Highways, Car Parking and Chair/Guest | 20 MPH Zone,

Transport. Speaker School signs outside high school.

20 MPH Zone Discussion to include possible Barnfields 1 way
system.

School Parking. School/Princes Rd
Lukesland Av. Residents Parking, (Item from AGM)
Resident’s complaints traffic Kirkland Lane

20mph Speed Limit — this has been in place for approximately four months.

A resident commented that the speed limit appears largely ignored on Newcastle Lane. Traffic is still travelling
very fast.

Councillor Sarah Hill — encouraged residents to continue to promote the reduced speed limits.

It was noted that signage stating ‘when lights flash’ needs to be removed as currently there is no function to
this.

ACTION - this needs to be removed.

It was noted that currently this is an experimental measure and under consultation. It will need to be reviewed.
This had been agreed as a trial for 6 months.

As such, fines etc. would only commence once instituted.

Councillor Sarah Hill reminded residents of the process for these measures and stages of introduction.
Residents were asked to comment on what they felt was working well and what could be even better. A number
of residents felt that extending this wider would be beneficial e.g. James Street, Princes Road.

It was noted that had Mr Tamburello from Highways or his representative been present, these questions could
have been put to him and he could have responded.

An informal show of hands revealed that most people present would want to keep the speed restrictions and
extend the area.

A committee member noted that she feels safer without a car and as a pedestrian given the driving behaviour of
some road users.

No one from Highways attended.

Councillor Sarah Hill apologised on behalf of the city council. She expressed she was very disappointed as she
had received no notification that they would not be in attendance.
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ACTION - Councillor Sarah Hill to speak to Mr Tamburello to find out what happened and would be
done to rectify the situation.
Residents felt that before and after speed data would be helpful.

Gulleys — a resident reported the state of the gulleys.

Councillor Sarah Hill shared that it would take seven years to empty all the gulleys in the city. Areas that get
flooded get more attention.

As with the traffic issues, it is important that residents continue to report issues.

One-way System on Barnfield — Councillor Sarah Hill raised this item, i.e. the possibility of making Barnfield
one way. A resident who lives on Barnfield was present at the meeting and did not want to have a one-way
system. A number of reasons were given such as delivery vans blocking the road meaning that residents would
be stuck behind them if the road were one way. The problems for residents on Barnfield compounded by
school traffic are only and issues during school drop off and pick up times.

Q - Resident asked why it is a problem after 2013. Anecdotally it was noted there are more people in cars.
ACTION - Councillor Sarah Hill and the PCSO will be covering this on their walkabout.

A member of the committee raised some of the issues that occur on Thistley Hough related to school traffic.
Priorities going forwards:

e Stop people going down Barnfield

e Safe parking on Thistley Hough

e Not parking on pavement

Lukesland Avenue — this had been raised at the AGM. A discussion took place regarding the parking issues that
seem largely as a result of non-residents parking in the road and also blocking residents in when they do so.

A possible option for residents was discussed — a self-funding scheme for parking in a residential area. Those
present were not in favour of this as they felt unable to afford it. A number of the 25 properties are rental
properties and it was felt unlikely that they would be part of the scheme.

The following information was shared — flats have a number and a parking spot. There is a sign that states
parking is for the residents of the flats.

Q — who is responsible for paying for the maintenance of the car park?

Q - Who owns the car park there?

Q - Is it the property management people?

The general consensus was that there needs to be a scheme in place but not paid for. Bins have sometimes been
missed due to the bin lorries struggling to access.

Councillor Sarah Hill stated that self-funding needed to be considered as an option as the council doesn’t have
his money either. She also shared that she regularly writes to the CEO (hospital re: parking issues) but any
impact is only short-lived.

ACTION - residents need to have a discussion about what they want to do.

Kirkland Lane — concerns were raised about increased traffic along this road, particularly in the direction from
Honeywall to Penkhull New Road.

It was noted that the pavement is open again at the top of Honeywall. There had been an obstruction whilst a
new wall was being built. The wall has not yet been finished.

https://www.penkhull.org https://www.facebook.com/penkhullPRA
DC202606 - Minutes E Mail: Penkhullrasecretaries@outlook.com
4



https://www.penkhull.org/
https://www.facebook.com/penkhullPRA
mailto:E%20Mail:%20Penkhullrasecretaries@outlook.com

=31 penkhull Residents Association

PENKHULL

THE VILLAGE WITHIN A CITY

Penkhull Residents Association
Minutes of Meeting Monday 18th May 2026
The Studio, Penkhull Village Hall

There was a discussion about the materials that were being used to build the wall. They were not in-keeping
with the surrounding area and the original wall. The existing stone wall has been removed and is being
replaced with a new brick stone wall.

It was noted that neighbours close to this property had been told it would cost them £7k to rebuild their wall in-
keeping with the original stone and so they were planning to do the same.

PCSO Steve Lomas left the meeting.

Building and Planning Chair
Barnfields bins Cllr Hill Iltem raised at AGM
HMO'’s Updates Chair/Cllr

Hill

Barnfields — nothing added as this had been covered previously.

HMO update — Councilllor Sarah Hill to report back at the next meeting as this was going to going to cabinet
next month.

Penkhull Farm — there was a discussion about Penkhull Farm, Councillor Sarah Hill has spoken to Tom Coates
— planning permission has been turned down as no response to queries has been made.

Residents reported that someone is parking on the farm every morning. There was more general discussion
around the ownership of the land.

Q - Who actually owns it?

Q - Dove Cottage — Is this the same owner?

The person parking there has keys and is accessing through the gate.

Promoting the RA Pensioners Convention review
The Village Hall Big Do - 7"" June
Future events

Promotion event - the chairs held a stall in the main hall at ‘The Pensioner’s Convention’ in order to promote
Penkhull RA. Copies of the Penkhull Recorder were distributed. It was noted a similar event was happening in
Newcastle.

A small start has been made, photos were taken; a banner was put outside with the flag.

Q — Resident asked what is the demographic of the people we are trying to recruit? Working age people tend
not to have the time, it is more likely to be retirees/pensioners.

It was raised that if stalls were held at local school events, they might attract younger volunteers.
Committee member offered to be the liaison. Summer Fayre at school — Friday 3™ July after school.
ACTION - let Karen know/ get in touch with PTA if want a stall (pending outcome of ‘big do’).

7% June — this is the ‘Big Do’ at Penkhull Village Hall. It was decided to see how this goes and then express
interest at the school if needed as there is time.
ACTION - let Dave know re: any donations for the big do — cosmetics, candles nik naks etc.
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FUN DAYS planned locally

The Marquis and The Terrace

There was some discussion regarding these planned events. Some queries were made about the noise.
Q — Is the noise going to be a problem?

Committee Member asked:
Q - What is the return on these investments? Both occasions lost money. It had cost 1k to hire the place. The

aim of these events needs to be clear.

Dave will need help at this as Mark is out of action.

Penkhull Recorder BJ

There was discussion regarding expanding the layout of this and getting more advertising.

Articles were requested as soon as possible - June 1% was given as the deadline. Articles were requested to be
short, punchy articles, supported by pictures.

An aim is to get the word out to local businesses to advertise with a view to the recorder becoming self-
sufficient.

Both councillors have given a donation of £750.

Finance JP

A new treasurer, James, has taken on the role. It is currently a transitional period from one treasurer to the
other.

Enclosure — finance report

James gave a broad report on the finances which are currently at £3,929. There is £140 still to come in.
James has looked into a ‘go fund me’ page which would be quite easy to set up. It would cost 25p per
transaction. This would take the place of cash transactions and donations.

ACTION - to be on the agenda of the next meeting

Q —raised by resident ‘Have the PRA considered Volunteer Action Stoke-on-Trent?’ — they may be able to
support.

The potential of a debit card reader was raised — lose approx. 3% of the total. It would cost £100 for a
reasonable quality one.

x2 residents left at 20.48pm

Communication Chair

Website JP

Secretary/Facebook DC
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Communications - Claire was formally thanked for volunteering to do the minutes tonight and going forwards.

Website - James gave a brief update on the progress of the website.

Correspondence Chair

Councillor Sarah Hill mentioned response re: bins

Items for future meetings

No items were given for future meetings.

Any other business:
Guest Speaker for June Chair Suggestions for next month’s guest speaker
Constitution Review

RA Secretary, Dave, apologised as ‘Open Spaces’ had been missed off the agenda.

A resident raised concerns regarding the setting up of a community garden, raised beds and growing veg - no
permission has been granted for the person in question to do this.

ACTION - Councillor Sarah Hill has spoken to the relevant person to address this and will provide an
update at the next meeting.

It was stated this organisation could have an allotment space but not where they have said.

Committee members — Dave appealed for more committee members
Q - What should committees be talking about? It tends to be the same things.

Councillor Sarah Hill gave apologies for being unable to attend the community café as she would be at the
inauguration of the new Mayor of Stoke-on-Trent, Joan Bell. Her chosen charity will be Dementia Awareness.
She is currently a councillor in Burslem.

Councillor Sarah Hill confirmed that Leader of the Council, Jane Ashworth, would come to the September
meeting.

Meeting closed at 8.55pm.

Date of next meetings Monday 15" June
7.30 PM
The Studio, Penkhull Village Hall
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